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2022 Eagle Hill
Natural History
Science Seminars
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he dust lichens, traditionally classified in the genus Lepraria,
Tworldwide.
are often both abundant and diverse in lichen communities
In some ecosystems, such as cliffs and swamps, they

can even dominate and form extensive stands. Yet, these species
are considered among the most difficult to identify because they
are persistently sterile and often require chemical study. This
seminar will focus on practical identification of the dust lichens
in both the field and laboratory. It will be an ideal opportunity
for anyone wishing to learn a new group of enigmatic lichens,
and for professionals who want to become proficient in field
identification of these lichens for the work (for instance, in
ecological studies). Students will study a reference collection
of specimens provided by the instructor, and will make field
collections that will be identified in the laboratory. Techniques
for describing and categorizing the morphology of dust lichens
will be introduced as will techniques for determining secondary
chemistry. The latter will emphasize the use of spot tests and
other methods that are accessible to the non-specialist.
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about the instructor
Dr. James Lendemer (jlendemer@nybg.org) is a lichenologist at The New York Botanical Garden in New York City where he is also faculty
at the Graduate Center of the City University of New York. His dissertation research focused on the genus Lepraria, and making its
diversity accessible to non-specialists. He is the author of more than two hundred publications on lichen biodiversity, ecology and
conservation. Although his research focuses on the studying the diversity and conservation of the lichens of eastern North America he
regularly collaborates with colleagues across the continent and abroad.
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