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VOlr.  I  No. I

Conpl led by Wayne H"

BAT BANDING NEWS

(Reprlnted, Feb.,  J962). Fal1,  196A

Davls,- .Edi tor ,  Blology"Departmentr  Mlddlebury
Col lege, MlddleburY, Vermont

;;. ,. 
EDrroRrs coLuMN )

f t  6eems as l f  a Bat tsanders t  Newslet ter  has never yet  appeared on
this planet.  Imaginel  ;  How could the wor ld have gotten along for so -
long i l t f rout  some form of a Bat Banders t  News? Fron the enthuslasm
ett6i teO by my quest ionalre l t  appears as l f  the bat banders agree wlth
glg.  Your 

"Lf f - rppolnted 
edi tor ,  wf io has had absolutely no exper ience ln

anythlng of  th is sortr  has declded to wade r ight  l -n and see what happens.
The phl losophy ls that  1f  we once get stauted then we wlLl  have oBpor-
tunl ty to work on lmprovement.

P1ans for the News no'r  cal l  for  l t  to lnclude such thlngs as t ips
on equi-pment,  catchlng bats,  handl lng bats,  locat lng co1onles,  etc. ,
ar t lc les on current problems of  general  lnterest  such as rables,  band-
lng t ree bats,  the use of  nets,  a better bat band.,  the dlsappearance of
l , iyot is sodal ls_ ln summer,  etc " ,  notes on indlv ldual  banders and their
studies;  and a f requent l is t ing of  names and addresses of ,  act lve band-
ers.  .

f t  is  thought that  the News nnight best appear quarter ly.  The prob-
len of  f inances has yet to be facedc :

.  Slnce many band.ers are members of  the Amerlcan Soclety of  Mamnalog-
ists,  i t  may be that we ean arrange an annaal  meet lng of  bat  banders 1n
conjunct lon wi th the meet ings of  ihat  soclety"

Many thanlcs for  the responses to the quest lonalres.  A wealth of  in-
fornat lon 1s thereo I  eventual ly plan : to use everyth. lng.

Bat Band.ing is growlng rather rapldly in numbers banded but rather
slowly in numbers of  banders.  Al though banders come and go, there are
now only about JB act ive ones 1n North America as compared to 31 l ls ted
by Mohr tn J952 (8u11. 14 Nat l .  Speleclogo Soc. r  p,  3)  "  0f  banders act-
1ve then oaly D. G. Constant lne,  J o B. Cope, ' [ ' i ;  H.  Davis,  B" P, G]ass,
H. H. Goehrlng, D. i io Grl f f in,  Ho Bo Hitchcock, R. E" Mumford,  R. To
0rr ,  Sister M. Tal i tha,  E.  l { .  Snl th,  and H, Trapldo are act lve today,

Better t ravel ,  more ef f ic ient  technlques, f lnancla1 asslstance,
and the moderate increase in n: ,mber of  banders have resul ted in a great
expansion of  bandlng act lv l t les ln recent years.  Numbers banded are
now regular ly runnlng over 50rOO0 annual ly"  The greatest  numbers of
bats carry lng bands today are in the states of  Texas, Ok1a.,  Iv loor.  KX.,
and Ind. Bryan Gl-ass has banded over 5O,0OO bats,  Richard i {yers 45r000,
James B. Cope over 2O,OOO" Your edi tor  has banded 27,OOO and Harold -8.
Hl tchcoek a s imi] .ar  number"

In rather str ik ing contrast  to our l lmi ted operat i -ons are those of
the blrd banders.  The Fish &; i i ld1i fe Servlce says that there are now
over 2rOO0 bird banders ln No America and that last  year over a niJLlon
bands were lssued for th ls purpose,

BAND TI'{JUR]ES

Perhaps the greatest  problem faclng bat banders 1s that of  band in-
Jur les and how to get a harmless band aval labLe to us.  The problern has
been dlscussed recent ly ln the l l terature (Herreid,  C. F",  et  a1.e 1960'
J.  Mamm. 4lz393; and Hltchcock, H" Bo, L957, J.  Mamm. tBt4O2) "  Banders
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who have not read these papers shoul-d,-d.o so. bi'-=glt'"b"-"k 1s pres-
ently carrylng oui etud.J.es to deternlne the erberrtd lnJurles caused
by the band,s we now use on l, lyotls luclfqsus, and !e-ls running comp-
aiatlve stud.les uslng l"lppedTands af--fna-ype used. 1n Europe" He !n-
dlcates that prel lml-nary resul ts are showlng that the l lpped bands
eause fewer lnJurles but that there 1s stl l l  ueed to flnd a band wb.lch
ls harmless to &11 lndlvlduals. there ls no way of tell lng how many,
1f any, are actually kll]ed by the band, and could not return. Iour ed-
ltor found that some of the Plecotus toWnqeg4!_t whlch he banded ln
caves1n!{ .Va.wereactua11@6ruff iand.Inc1dentaUy,perhaps
the best bat for  uslng our present type and slze of  band on ls the
eastern plplstrel .  Wtt f r  many thousands of  these banded and examlaed
year ly 1t  was found that lnJury and chewlng were almost non-exlstend
ln th ls } l t t le bato

Tth lnvent lon of  a good band ls only part  of  our problem, however.
Bands whlch are now ln use are manufactur6d for blrd bandlng and are
suppl led to the Flsh & l { l ld l l fe Service's Mammal dlstr tbut lon Sect ion
Uy-tbe blrd bandlng of f lee.  As }ong as th ls arrangement 1d ln ef fect
tl iere seems to be ttttte cb.ance of changlng our type of bando The
problem^'becomes here a matter of  f lnauce. I f  funds are aval lable a new
tfna of band can be produced. If bat bandlng were separ&ted from blrd
bandlng funds for bands would not be aval lable.  Ccnsldertng the great
amount of tlne and money golug lnto tnportant bat bandlng researcht
sone of  whlch 1s eupported by generous grants f rom federal  and state
heal th d,epartmentsr- l t  1s no less than traglc that  we do not bave
aval lable-a better bat band.

All band.ers should be on the lookout for ways to cut bandlng
Jur les and chewlng. Dr,  Hl tcbcock ls t rytng a larger band. (No.
These can be obtalned for the asklng. There ls no quest ion but
they are better for !g! scus. fh ls specles ls very bard

would be sunerlor for

in-
lB) "what

on
otherthe standard bands.

Myot ls-  gr lsescens, etc. ,  and al l
orhinus),  Laslurus,

harr+--t-b,Ls slze on -barcd,.-. larger specles as we].]-r s.uoh as

In facd-,--f. Efchcock has ralsed the posslblIlty that they nay eve!.
be best for  Yyot=Lg lucl fugus, and tests of  th ls are aow in progress in
Vermont and Dn@o-F-ffial.-1 keep you lnformed of the progress gf
these testso One dl f f lcul ty ls that  18 bands are st l f fer  and one's
f lngers t l re af ter  c losj ,ng about lOO of them. Perhaps p} lers w111 be
needed when handllng numbers of bats. The band nhen closed ls large
enough that 1t can sllp back over the elbow onto the humerus. Whether
thls wi.l l  actually happen, and whether 1t w111 cause trouble lf l t
does, ls yet  to be dete: :mined.

Many of us have tried- dlfferent ways of applylng the band to rnln-
LmLze lnJuries. So far as I know lt is now geaeral.ly thought that lt
ls  best  to c lose the baad only to the polnt  where 1t  w111 sl1de freely.
I f  l t  ls  too loose, l t  wl l .L s}1de back up along the forearm, become
lnbettded ln the muscle,  and cause ser. lous t rouble.  I f  tco t lght  l t
wt l l  near ly always become overgrown. I  have tr led a few bands clench-
lng the open ends one lndlde the other so as to cut  through the mem-
brane. Although the only return of thls snall group was well healed
and the band could rotate f reely about the forearm, I  doubt l f  th ls
nethod w111 prove satlsfactory. I,Ie would appreclate hearlng fron anyone
wbo has been dolng any experlnentlag wlth band lnJurles or has any
ldeas on the subJect.



3-

.  TIPS O}I TXCI{NIQUES

'Fh{o rocf  summerts bandlng act iv l ty ln Vernont brought on severalI r lJ-D l . r4D t

lnnovat lons and ref inements of  technlques for catching bats 1n bui ld-
lngs and 1n f l ight .  i {owever,  s ince the sqmm€r season is now gone,
and we are faced with the hlbernat ion season and cave banding, I  shaLl
put that  mater laL aslde for the present.

There are fer . r  banders who do not f ind i t  necessary to use a st lck
or pole to obtain hlbernat lng bats 1n caves or mines where they are out
of  reach, and the end of  a st lck ls most lnef f ic ient  for  d is lodglug a
bat.  In worklng with Plpis l re l lus subf la,vUe in the cvaes of  Id.  Va.1 1t
was found that conslderable t lme tras required just  to get the bats
A nt.m f  

^t  
l1tuvyr*r  4v!  , . r is  specles hangs singly and 1s ecattered throughout a cave.

A very s imple lnvent ion lmproved the si tuat lon t remendously.  A plece
of coat hanger 1s bent in the form of a r ing about 4 lnehes ln dlanet-
er and taped f i r rn ly to the end of  a pol 'e wi th the r lng extendlng beyond
the po1e. The r lng is brought along the under s ide of  the bat and

'against  h is feet  as he cl ings to the wa}l  or  ce1l1.ng. .The bat can then
be el ther dropped or l1f ted gent ly dol^a: .  f  have a ser les of  4 banboo
poles whlph wl l l  f i t  together to form o'ne. r jach is t lpped wlth a r1ng.
l {orke'rs ebch use one pole,  and when a bat 1s out of  reach, two or more
poles are put together. . fn th is way bats can be gathered almost as
rapidly as 1f  ihey were ln reach. I  a lso f lnd that a r lng is just  as
useful  ln gather l lng'bats whlch c luster l  Indeed a r inged pole is a real
essent la l  for  anyone bandlng any numbers of  h ibernat lng bats i f  they

.- are- vut of reachi
What ts the most ef f le lent  way of  opening and handl ing bands, and

what ls the best type of  container to carry into a cave for handt lng
large numbers of  bats? Over the past years f  have developed rny own
technlques and learned,from others,  and shal l  present them here ln
hopes that l f  they are not super ior  to your own you r ' r111 vr i te and let
us know in t ine for  the next News to include your ideas.

fn handl lng bands I  pu1l  about JJ of f  the wire and l -et  them rest  1n
the crevlce of  the cover of  a book" One at  a t ine I  push thern over a
smooth taper lng crochet hook (hook ground of f )  which has been ground
down very s l ight ly to a] low the bands to move freely once opened" Wb.en
the needle f l l ls  wi th open bands I  replace thern on the book. I  then
str lng bands on straight pieces of  coat hanger tapered at  one end for
easy gather lng of  opened bands. Using thls technique f  open and str lng
10O bands in 10 to 12 minutes.

-r ie have recent ly come up vr i th a band str inger which in some h/ays ls
better than a wire.  A plece of  iq indow bl ind cord i rnpregnated wlth par-
af f in ls st l f f  enough for str inging bands quickly,  yet  can be rol led
up so that the bands can be carr ied in t i re pocket.

, - - ' ' -  f  f ind c loth bags qui te conveni-ent for  handl ing bats whenever much
i  cave crawl ing is required. A bag hal f  the s lze of  a feed. sack w111
i accomodate l -25 to 2OO bats rr i thout suf focat ion.

Wlre cages of  the type descr ibed by Gri f f in in his paper on "Mlgrat-
-- lons of  New England cave bats" (Bul l - .  Mus" Comp. ZooL.,  1940) are use-

ful  1n sma]}  caves and bul ld ings.  One drawback 1s that occasional ly
a bat l r i l l  escape.

f  was on a t r lp wl th a bander once (was i t  John Ha}l  or  Dlck rv lyerst)
who had a col lapslble cage whichl . /as very conveni-ent.  Coul-d we have
a descr lpt ion of  th is cage from l ts i -nventor?
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HE.ii.ts llllD TTIEdE

l '  tv ler l in D. tut t le,  J, l t t re creek sehool ,  concord,  Tenn,r  ls  a new
bat bander and an enthuslast lc on€o l le plans to do an extenslve sur-
v.ey o. f  l4vot1,s gr isescenso Rlchard F.  l , lyers,  Biology Dept. ,  central
Mlssour l  state colrege, l {arrensburg,  1s worklng on thls specles in
i r t ls  sour i .

John i {a11, who banded. extensively ln Kentucky ln reeent years,
would l ike to have observers on the lookout for  h is bats ln Tennessee
and Alabama. l ie has recent ly f ln lshed his graduate work at  the Unlv-
ersl ty of  l l l lnols and is now teachlng blology at  Albr ight  Col tege
ln Readlng, Pennsylvanla" Perhaps he rv i ] l  be able to f lnd the winter
hons of the MX,9_!-!-A luclfueus whlch have been banded over the past 1O
years in sufi l f f i  doun6;T'. y. e by Sister M. Ta11tha, Queen^ of the
Rosary Academy, Am1tyvl1le,  i \ i ,  Yo

Considerable interest  j .s  now being shorrn ln the t ree batsl  especla-
l ly  lasiuruF bgrgal is.  Bryan P. Gl.ass,  of  0kla.  State Un1v.,  St i l l -
water,  has banded 50 red bats,  I {yers f l ,  and R. E. Munford,  Forestry
l"pt . ,  Purdue unlv.  ,  rafayette,  rnd",  has banded. 15. rn the spr lng
lssue I  woul-d l ike to have a review of  the problems and. techniques of
eatchlng these bats.  I \ iyers,  no doubt,  bel leves the best way i -s to plck
them up in caves (see Myers,  R. F, ,  1960e J.  iv larnrn. ,  4r :1r4),  r  would
appreclate hear ing anyoners 1deas, their  success or lack of  i t  wl th
such thlngs as the stretched wlre nethod, bat nets,  f lX cast ing,  e!c.

H. l { .  Goehr lng, state col lege, st .  c}oud.,  i r4 lnn. ,  has been bindlng
bats for  many years in the storm sewers of  St .  Cloud. He 1.s part lcul-
ar ly interested in Epteslcus"-end is lushing one indiv idual  fo i  an age
record.  - t ie would be intereste, t  1n hear ing l rhat  he has learned about the
problems of  band ln jury and chewing ln the course of  h is study.

tsE CaxrIFUt l l

No one should handle bats i , r i thout gloves. The rabies problen 1s
Ie?l .  Al though roost prevalent in the Southwest (part icular ly among
Tad.ar ida) rabies in bats has been reported from Montana to iu l innesota
and Connect lcut

S!!-g-t .g loveq are sat isfac, tory for  handl ing sma1I bats.  A glove
can be plaeed on one hand with the other f ree for handl lng the band.
Rubber gloves are rather f ragi le and. donrt  last  very long, part lcular ly
ln cave banding. A t lght- f i l r t t ing leather glove nay te useiui .
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